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Experience the Wild Bird Watching Ethics

Experience the Wild Bird Watching Ethics

Ecotourism is nature-based tourism that involves 
interpretation of the natural and cultural 
environment and ecologically sustainable 
management of natural areas. As such, it is socially 
responsible and fosters environmental appreciation 
and the enjoyment of nature while having minimal 
environmental impact. The educational element, 
which enhances understanding of natural 
environments and ecological processes 
distinguishes it from adventure travel and 
sightseeing.

Individuals and small groups

1. To be fully informed about the birds being 
watched requires an awareness of the ecology of 
the species including feeding, roosting and 
breeding activities and the conservation issues 
which affect the survival of the species. With this 
knowledge bird watchers are able to observe 
without impacting negatively on the birds.

2. Practise minimal impact bushwalking, camping 
and driving as outlined by conservation 
departments at state and national level. These 
recommendations are seen as minimum standards 
for responsible behaviour in the bush.

3. When beach walking watch for and avoid                                                        

Rationale

1. Recreational bird watching and tourist activities, 
if not conducted with care and consideration, can 
have a negative impact on the environment.

2. The activities of professional or amateur 
ornithologists who are working on recognised 
research projects are not considered directly here 
as they are covered by research guidelines.

3. Positive impacts from nature based tourism 
include:-
?Increased appreciation of the natural 

environment
?Better understanding of issues related to 

conservation
?Economic benefit for locals, creating greater 

incentives to value and protect the environment
?A healthy outdoor activity for participants

4. Negative impacts from nature based tourism 
include:-

?Disturbance to species or individuals especially 
when feeding, courting, resting or nesting

?Damage to the environment caused by overuse 
or carelessness

?Drawing attention to species which 
   may be desirable to illicit wildlife 
   traders
?Careless or unauthorised access to  
   private property which may result in 
   damage or loss to the owner
?Accidental introduction of alien   
   species (eg weeds, pathogens, 
   feral animals)

5. Operators of commercial and club-
based tours are in an ideal position to 
educate the public on the potential 
impact of their activities.

6. Birds Australia members should be 
Aware of the potential impact of their activities and 
lead by example by taking steps to minimise the 
impact of their own activities.

Birds Australia Policy Statement.  All bird 
watchers have a responsibility to be informed 
about their activity, to avoid causing any negative 
impact on the birds they are watching and where 
possible, to contribute to the future wellbeing of 
birds and the environment.

 ground-nesting birds.

4. Be informed about the location 
being visited. Do not enter restricted 
areas. Respect the rights of all land 
owners, including traditional owners, 
and do not enter private land without 
permission. Obey the laws governing 
access to the area being visited.

5. Be aware that species which have 
value to the illicit bird trade may be 
more vulnerable than their numbers 
suggest. Frequent visits to a nesting 
site can attract the attention of natural 
and human predators in search of 
eggs or nestlings.

6.Record observations and contribute them to 
information repositories such as wildlife atlases, 
Erimaea, NT birds group, etc. This adds to 
personal enjoyment and knowledge as well as 
placing valuable information in the public domain.

7. The use of playback can distress the species 
whose call is being played and may disrupt 
feeding or breeding activity. Calls should not be 
played for extended periods and never at louder 
volume than that of the target bird. Use of 
playback should be kept to a minimum, especially 
in areas of high visitation, or where its use has 
occurred in the recent past. Responsible use of 
playback can be valuable in locating cryptic birds 
without serious harm, however, it is a skilled 
activity and should not be taken lightly. 



8. Spotlighting disturds individual birds and 
animals which may be sleeping or resting and may 
interfere with the night vision of nocturnal species. 
Effects of spotlighting have not been well studied; 
however it is possible that dazzling by spotlight 
may leave some birds more susceptible to 
predation or damage itself due to temporarily 
impaired vision. If using a spotlight on wildlife, 
keep the time the animal is held in the spotlight to 
a few seconds rather than minutes. Lower intensity 
spotlight, red filters and directing the light to the 
side of the subject will reduce discomfort.

9. Providing artificial water and food supplies has 
the potential to increase some species at the 
expense of others. Populations which rely on an 
artificial food source may be unsustainably high 
and suffer if the food supply ceases. Such feeding 
can also facilitate the spread of disease. 

10. Photography provides a way of increasing 
public appreciation, understanding of birds and 
their habitat, and is enjoyable and satisfying to the 
photographer, but restraint must be exercised. The 
following guidelines will ensure the well being of 
the subject:-
?Every effort should be made to ensure the 
subject is not stressed in any way
?Particular care is required when photographing 
nesting birds which may abandon the nest as a 
result of disturbance from the use of hides, camera 
flashes, sounds and frequency of visits.
?Never ‘garden’ the area around the nest by 
removing branches or other objects which may 
block a clear view to the nest, as this will increase 
the the exposure of nesting birds to weather and 
the likelihood of predation.
?Under no circumstances modify the nest or its 
approaches in order to force the bird into a more 
photogenic position.
?At the first signs of stress by the bird, back off!

Commercial and Group Bird Watching

1. In order to provide a satisfying experience for 
their clients, which does not damage the location 
being visited, ecotourism operators should:
?Seek to impart accurate information to their 
clients so that appreciation and respect for the 
places visited is enhanced
?Promote an understanding of the area visited 
and the issues which affect the management and 
long term protection of the area
?Help clients understand the factors which have 
resulted in rare and endangered species having 
small or limited populations and ranges and what 
is necessary to ensure the long term survival of the 
species

2. When the opportunity arises or when the tour 
operator can incorporate such activities in the tour, 
then the operator should:
?Involve their clients in activities which have a 
positive impact on the location being visited (e.g. 
Voluntary conservation works)
?Encourage participants to record observations, 
which may contribute to the overall understanding 
of the area being visited
?Use local businesses to provide services for the 
tour group and be seen to support local services 
and by so doing, give local communities an 
incentive to conserve their natural environment
  

Experience the Wild Bird Watching Ethics

Birds Australia Policy Statement. Commercial 
and group tour operators have an obligation to 
promote ethical birding and to educate their clients 
on the issues pertaining to the conservation of 
birds.


